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THE 


PRE F * E. 


T WAVING in the following Sermon inſiſted 
H chiefly on the Proofs of Cbriſt's Kingdom 
upon Earth, and occaſionally only an the 


Renovation of the World, I ſhall in this Preface 
| ſpeak more at large of the Renovation. And if in 


the Proſecution of this Subject I ſhould happen to of- 
fer tome of the ſame Arguments that are already 


. Urged in the Sermon, as it is probable I may, for 
theſe things do mutually infer each other, I hope to 


be forgiven. 
We read in the third Chapter of Ceneſis, that 


Go p pronounced the following Curſe upon Adam, 


and upon the Creation, in conſequence of his Tranſ- 
grefſion : Becauſe thou haſt hearkened to the Voice of 
thy Wife, and haſt eaten of the Tree, of which I com- 
manded thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt not eat of it: Curſed 
is the Ground for thy Sake ; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat 
of it all the Days of thy Life ;, Thorns alſo and Thiſties 
ſhall it bring forth to thee, and thou ſhalt eat the 
Herb of the Field. In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt 
thou eat Bread, till thou return unto the Ground, 
for out of it waſt thou taken, for Duſt thou art, and 
unto . ſhatt thou return. | 


Hence aroſe the Neceſſity of a Redetmer, to re- 
*. the Loſs ſuſtained by the Fall of Adam, and to 
obliterate the Curſe. Accordingly all thoſe who ac- 
knowledge Chriſt to be the promiſed Redeemer, ex. 
pect to de reſtored to Happineſs apd Immortality 
through his Mediation. But there are few who have 
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obſerved, that the Redemption ought to extend to 
the natural as well as the moral World; and that 
the Creation as it fell with Man muſt alſo be reſtored 
with him; and yet this, as far as I can judge, is 
agreeable both to Reaſon and Revelation, If indeed 
the Hypotheſis were true, which is nom generally re- 
ceived, for formerly it was not ſo, viz. that the 
World ſhould go on in it's ordinary Courſe till the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt, and that he ſhall then 
ſummon before him the whole Race of Mankind, 
the Quick and the Dead, and ſhall conclude the 
great Aſſize in the ſhort Space of a natural Day; 
condemning the Wicked to everlaſting Torments, 
and cauſing the Virtuous to be tranſlated into Hea- 
ven, that is, into ſome happy Place that is above us, 
for we have no very diſtinct Notion of it; and that 
the Earth ſhall be then conſumed by Fire: If this 
Hypotheſis, I ſay, were true, there could be no 
Reaſon aſſigned for delivering the Creation from the 
Bondage of Corruption. But I confeſs, tho* I have 


no Pleaſure in departing from received Opinions, that 


I am not ſatisfied with this. _ 

That the World ſhall continue to be a Scene of 
Wickedneſs and Diſorder, (as it has ever been ſince 
the Fall) till the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, I can 
readily allow, for ſo long the Powers of Dark- 
neſs ſhall prevail. But that the Deftru#ion of Anti- 
chriſt, the Reſurrection of the Dead, which thall not 
be inſtantaneous and at once, as is ſuppoſed, but in 
Order, as St. Paul teaches, * the Judgment of An- 
gels, and of the whole Race of Mankind ; that theſe 
things, which do all of them appertain to our Lord's 
ſecond Coming, ſhall be tranſacted in the ſhort Space 
of a natural Day is ſomewhat too hard for me to 
conceive. It matters not that the Time of our 
Lord's ſecond Advent 1s called the Day of Judgment 
oy 5 
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in the holy Scriptures, becauſe a Day in the Scripture 
Language, as Mr. Mede has obſerved, is ordinarily 
uſed for Tempus, yea longiſhmum, and of this he 
gives many laſtances. He has alſo remarked of the 
Day of Judgment in particular, that the Fetus, from 
whom our Lord and his Diſciples borrowed this Ex- 
preſſion, never underſtood thereby but a Time of 
many Years Continuance, yea ſome, ſays he, (mi- 
rabile difiu) of a thouſand Years. * But further, 
our blefled Lord ſhall poſſeſs a glorious Kingdom up- 
on Earth together with his Saints, and that too at 
his ſecond Coming; and it can hardly be ſuppoſed 
that this glorious Kingdom ſhall begin and end in 
the Space of a natural Day. That this Kingdom, 
heavenly on account of it's Author, and of the 
Righteouſneſs and Felicity of it's Subjects, ſhall yet 
be an earthly Kingdom with reſpect to it's Seat, is 
plain from hence. That the Office of Chriſt, as a 
Redeemer, relates to hie World only. For this Pur- 
poſe he was manifeſted that he night deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, © which prevail no where but 
upon the Earth, and the Dominion of the Devil, 
who is the Prince of this World.“ 

The Kingdom of Chriſt, if we may diſtinguiſh it 
from that of the Father, is the Kingdom of a Vice- 
roy {ent and commiſſioned by the Father to reclaim 
his rebellious Subjects ro their Obedience; which, 
when he has done, his Commiſſion, if I may ſo ſpeale, 
is at an End. He muſt reign till be hath put all 
2 Enemies under bis Feet, But when all Things ſhall 
) Die ſubdued unto him, © then ſhall he deliver up the 
; Kingdom to God, even the Father ; then ſball the Son 


a alſo bimſelf be ſubjef unto him that put all Things 
d.- under bim, that God may be all in all.* The King- 
dom 
: v Mede's Works, Pag. 772, | © 1 John iii. 8. 


* Tohn xvi. 11. ; Ir. xv, 
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dom of Chriſt therefore relates to this World only, 
fince, at the End of the World, the Kingdom belong- 
eth ſolely to Gd even the Father, and it is here, con- 
ſequently, that he muſt reign in Glory with his Saints. 
Behold this Reaſoning confirmed, if it ſtands in need 
of Confirmation, by the expreſs Words of the Prophet 
Daniel. | 

The Kingdom, and Dominion and Greatneſs of the 
Kingdom, under the whole Heaven, ſhall be given to 


the People of the Saints of the Moſt High, whoſe 


Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all Domini- 
ons (under the whole Heaven) ſhall ſerve and obey him. 
Ch. vii. 27. I ſaid likewiſe — that this Kingdom ſhall 
commence at the ſecond Coming of our Lord; and 
this appears from the 137% Verſe of the ſame Chapter: 
T ſaw in the Night Viſions, and behold one like the 
Son of Man came with the Clouds of Heaven — and 
there was given him Dominion and Glory and a King- 
dom, that all People, Nations and Languages ſhould 
ſerve bim; and from this Saying of St. Paul, the 
Lord Jeſus fhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his 
Appearing and his Kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. 1. And from 
the Promiſe of our Lord to his Diſciples, Luce xxii. 
29. I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me : that ye may eat and drink at my 
Table in my Kingdom, and fit on Thrones judging the 


twelve Tribes of Iſrael. From the firſt of theſe Texts 
we learn, that our Lord ſhall take Poſſeſſion of his 


glorious Kingdom, when he cometh in the Clouds of 
Heaven ; and from the two laſt, that the glorious 
Kingdom of Chriſt is cotemporary with the Day of 
Judgment. Bur the Day of Judgment is at the ſecond 
Coming of Chrift, and then conſequently his glorious 
Kingdom commences. And it his Kingdom hall 
commence at his ſecond Coming, it cannot but be a 


Kingdom upon Earth. The Truth is, when our 
Lord ſitteth on the Throne of his Glory with his Samts 


in 
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in Judgment, he then ſitteth in the actual Exerciſe of 
his regal Authority. Since then our bleſſed Lord, at 
his ſecond Coming, ſhall deſtroy the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, ſhall raiſe the Dead in their Order, ſhall rule the 
Nations of the Earth, and ſhall cauſe his Saints at the 
ſame time to rejoice with him in his Kingdom, it 
muſt needs be that his Kingdom ſhall be an earthly 


= = Kingdom with reſpect to the Seat of it; and alſo that 


it ſhall be of a long Duration ; for to ſuppoſe that all 
theſe Things ſhall be accompliſhed in a natural Day, 
or in a ſhort Space of time, 1s beyond Meaſure abſurd. 
His Kingdom ends, it is certain, with the general 
Reſurrection, as it begins at his ſecond Advent. There 


"muſt therefore be a conſiderable Interval between the 


ſecond Coming of our Lord, and the general Reſur- 
rection. St. John ſays expreſly in the 20th Chapter 
of the Apocalypſe, that the Reign of Chriſt with his 
Saints, as the Jeu do of the Kingdom of the Meſſiab, 
ſhall continue for a thouſand Years. And as it ap- 
pears from other Paſſages of holy Writ, that the 


Saints ſhall partake of the bleſſed Kingdom of Chrif, 


which commences at his ſecond Coming, eating and 
drinking at his Table, in his Kingdom, as our Lord 
himſelf expreſſes it; and ſhall ſit with him on Thrones 
of Glory, judging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, judging 
the World alſo, and Angels, according to St. Paul *, 
we may obſerve, by the Way, that the Reſurrection 
of the F«ft muſt of Neceſſity be prior to the general 
Reſurrection, as St. John has alſo expreſly taught. 
But toreturn. Since the glorious and bleſſed King- 
dom of Chriſt and his Saints ſhall continue upon 
Earth a thouſand Years, it will follow, that the Earth 
as it was curſed for the Sin of Adam, ſhall be e 
to its primitive Perfection, through the Merit and 
Power. of Chriſt, and for the Sake of the Juſt ; unleſs 


'F$ x Cor, vi 3: 
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you will ſuppoſe, that God is more ready to puniſh 
than to reward. In its preſent State it is an unfit Place 
for the glorious Kingdom of Chrift, and the Happt- 
neſs of the Saints. 

See this Reaſoning alſo confirmed by the expreſs 
Declaration of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. There ſhall 
be, ſay they, a Regeneration *, a Reſtoration of all 
Things, and à Deliverance of the Creation from the 
Bondage of Corruption, under which it now groaneth ; 
and that too, which is exceedingly remarkable to 
our Purpoſe, At the time when Chriſt ſhall reign with 
his Saints, at his ſecond Coming, and when the Sons 
of God ſball regain their Liberty. 

From hence it is (and it cannot otherwife be ac- 
counted for) that the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, 
the Pſalnft in particular, call upon the whole Crea- 
tion, Creatures animate and inanimate, to celebrate 
with Joy and Songs of Triumph the Coming of the 
Lord, to reign over, and to judge the World. Le: 
the Heavens rejoice, and let the Earth be glad: let 
the Sea roar and the Fulneſs thereof : let the Field be 


Joyful and all that is therein. Then ſhall all the Trees 


of the Woods rejoice before the Lord. For be cometh, 


for he cometh to judge the Earth : He ſhall judge the 


World with Righteouſneſs, and the People with his 
Truth. The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice, let 


the Multitude of the Jſies be glad, Pſal xcvi. 


There ought to be, according to this Reaſoning, 
ſome Part of the Earth happy in a peculiar Manner, 
as Paradiſe was in the Original World, that the Re- 
ſtoration of all things may be complete; and in this 
Point alſo the holy Scriptures declare on our Side. 


For the new Jeruſalem, which bears a Relation to the 


Earth, and docs not mean Heaven, as is ee 


8 Matt. xix, 28. Adds iii. 21. Rom. viii, - 


© ſppoſed 
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ſuppoſed, has all the CharaCteriſticks of the original 
Paradiſe, as is ſhewn in the following Diſcourſe. 
The Jews have a Notion that the original Paradiſe 
doth ſtill ſubſiſt in ſome Region above us, and that 
Enoch and Elias, and the Souls of Men, who were 
in their Lives eminent for Virtue, are there * : Hence 
their kind Wiſh for the dying or dead Perſon, may 
his Soul be in Paradiſe, This Notion of theirs, 
ſtrange as it may ſeem, (for what is. there relating to 
this Subject that will not appear ſtrange, at leaſt to 
them wha are unaccuſtomed to Speculations of this 
Sort) receives ſome Confirmation from our Lord's Pro- 
mile to the penitent Thief: This Day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe * ; and from St. Paul's having 
been caught 1p into Paradiſe ' ; and from the 7th Ver. 
of Chap. ii. of the Apocalypſe : He that hath an Ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, 
To him that overcometb will I give to cat of the Tree 
of Life, which is in the Midſt of the. Paradiſe of 
God, = 

Now, ſuppoſing Paradiſe to ſubſiſt in ſome Region 
above us (as it muſt do if it ſubſiſt ar all, for St. Paul 
was caught 4p into Paradiſe) it may be expected that 
a | It 


i Comperimus in libro Hanochi, Deum illi, poſtquam ſuſtuliſſet 
eum in ſublime, & oſtendiſſet ei omnes theſauros ſuperiores, & in- 
feriores, monſtraſſe etiam arborem vitæ, & arborem illam quam 
interdixerat Adamo; & vidit locum Adami in paradiſo, in quo fi 
Aahmus obſervaſſet præceptum illud, vixiflet perpetuo, & in æter- 
num manſiſſet. Mena ſſeh Ben-1ſraet, lib. 3. De reſurrect. mortu- 
orum, cap. xi. ; 

It is obſervable that many of the ancient Fathers, ſpeaking of 
the Place where Enoch and Elias are, call it the terreſtrial Paradiſe ; 
and Jrenæus ſays, from the Diſciples of the Apoltles, ** that they 
« whio are tranſlated, are tranſlated thither.” Vid. Iren. lib. v. 


cap. 5. 
28 Luke xxiii. 43. 
2 Cor. xii. 4. 
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it ſhall deſcend from thence at the ſecond Coming of 
Chriſt. Accordingiy St. Fohn repretents the new 
Feruſelem, which has all the Characteriſticks of the 
original Paradiſe, coming down from God out of 
Heaven, at the Renovation of all things, enlightened 
by his Glory *. 

[ have ventured to offer theſe Conjectures to the 
Conſideration of the Reader, being of Opinion with 
the excellent Mr. Mede, that unleſs we are permitted 
to think freely, and even to err in Matters of this 
Sort, we ſhall never be able to diſcover the Truth *. 


Fen Toma is at Liberty to reje& them if he thinks | 
lit. 


The Point I have undertaken to prove flands in 
no Need of them for a Support, it being made plain, 
as I think, in the following Diſcourſe, that the Jeru- 


ſalem which ſhall deſcend from Heaven, at the Re- 


novation of all Things, ſhall be, if it be not the ori- 
ginal Paradiſe, analogous to it, and equal to it .in 
Happineſs. | | 

To obviate the Charge of Nevelty, which may be 
brought againit the foregoing Doctrine, (though it is 
ſo plainly taught in the holy Scriptures) and which may 
prejudice ſome People againſt it; I ſhall briefly ſhow, 
that it was received by the antient Heathen Nations, 
by the Jews, and by the whole Chriſtian Church in 
its earlieſt and pureſt Ages. 

That the Romans believed the World to have been 
perfect at its firſt Creation, to have fallen from that 
State of Perfection, and that at length there would-be 
a Reſtoration of the Golden Age, as they called the 
firſt Age of the World, is plain from the fourth 


Eclogue of Vigil, who deſcribes the Renovation 


both 


= Apoc. xxi. 2. 


o Pag. 435. Niſi in hiſce talibus liberiu: Fury: ſentiendi, imo & 


errandi veuia concedatur, &c. 
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both of the phyſical and moral World, in a manner 
very little differing from that of the ſacred Writings. 

That the ſame Notions prevailed among the Gre- 
cians appears from Plato's Dialogue which bears the 
Title of Politicus, The Philoſopher having there 
ſpoken of the firſt happy Condition of the World, 
and its Fall, adds : But in the End, leſt the World 
ſhould be plunged in an eternal Abyſs of Confuſion, 
God, the Author of the primitive Order, will appear 
again, and reſume the Reins of Empire. Then he 
will change, embelliſp, and reſtore the whole Frame of 
Nature, and put an End to Decay of Age, Sickneſs, 
and Death. 

Plutarch having related the Doctrine of the antient 
Perfians concerning the Evil introduced into the 
World by Arimanius, concludes it thus: But there 
will come a Time appointed by Fate, when Arima- 


 nius ſhall be intirely deſtroyed and extirpated the 


Earth ſhall change its Form, and become plain and 
even; and happy Men ſhall have one and the ſame 


Life, Language and Government. 


Laſtly, the following are the Theological Principles 
of the antient Gymnoſophiſts, as they are preſerved by 
Strabo. Formerly Plenty reigned over all Nature 
Milk, Wine, Honey and Oil flowed in a continual 
Stream from Fountains. But Men having made an 
ill Uſe of this Felicity, Jupiter deprived them of it, 
and condemned them to Labour for the Suſtenance of 
their Lives. When-Temperance, and the reſt of the 
Virtues ſhall return upon Earth, then the antient Plen- 
ty ſhall be reftored. 

I am obliged to the learned and ingenious Author 
of the Travels of Cyrus for the foregoing Authorities, 
who has ſhewn in the Appendix to that Work by 
ſome Tranſlations from the Chineſe Phitoſophers, that 
they alſo entertained the ſame Notions concerning the 

B 2 | Cor- 
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Corruption and the future Renovation of the World. 
And it is well worthy of Notice, that all the Heathen 
Nations believed, that the Renovation would be 
brought about by ſome Divine Hero. 

The Agreement there was between the Heathen 
Nations in theſe Matters 1s truly remarkable. The 
Things themſelves are not diſcoverable by human 
Reaſon : And yet they have been received throughout 
the whole World, and among Nations that had no 
Communication with each other; conſequently they 


were received before the Diſperſion of Mankind ; and 


from divine Revelation. For no Caule leſs early, or 
of weaker Influence, could have produced ſo extraor- 
dinary an Effect. 

As to the Fews, the two following Quotations from 
Menaſſeb Ben- Iſracl will ſhow what their Opinion was, 
and is, concerning the State of the Earth in the Days 
of the Mefiah. Having in his Treatiſe on the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, (Book iii. Chap. 6.) produced 
many Authorities from the antient Fews, 5 adds, 
© Denique, liquet hinc, quod ex veterum opinione, 
terra iſto tempore in meliorem ſtatum reſtituetur, uti 
in Bereſit Raba idem quoque confirmatur. Quanquam 
ſunt qui arbitrantur, ſolum terram ſanctam iſto reſti- 
tutionis privilegio gaviſuram eſſe: eamque futuram 
paradiſum orbis terrarum.* And in the fourth Chap- 
ter having cited the following Paſſage from the Seventh 
Book of Lactantius, Diſpoſitione ſummi Dei fic or- 
dinatum; ut injuſtum hoc ſeculum, decurſo tempo- 
rum ſpatio, terminum ſumat; extinctaque p1otinus 
omni malitia, & piorum animis ad beatam vitam re- 
vocatis, quietum, tranquillum, Pacificum, aureum 


| denique (ut poetæ vocant) ſeculum, Deo ipſo regnan- 
te, floreſcat. Having cited this Paſſage, he adds, 


Hic plane ſe nobiſcum ſentire oſtendit. 


The 
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The following Remark will not I hope be thought 
impertinent in this Place, viz. That tho' the Fews 
of our Saviour's Time, and even his own. Diſciples, 
declare plainly their Expectations of an earthly King- 
dom, and conſequently of the Renovation of the 
Earth; yet our Lord does not at any Time blame, 
or ſo much as diſcountenance theſe Expectations. On 
the contrary, - when his Diſciples enquire concerning 


the Eſtabliſhment of an earthly Kingdom, As i. 6. 


he allows their Hopes to be juſt with regard to the 
Thing itſelf. But no one ſure can ſuppoſe, that if 
they had been indeed miſtaken, more eſpecially if 
the Miſtake were of ill Conſequenee as is often aſſert- 
ed, our Bleſſed Lord would have permitted his Diſ- | 
ciples to have continued in it, who were to be the 
Inſtructors of the World. The Opinion was a favou- 


"rite one, and they would naturally teach it their 


Diſciples, and by this Means a Foundation would be 
laid for miſleading all ſucceeding Generations. To 
ſay, as it is generally ſaid, that the Apoltles after the 


| Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt were more enlightened 


in this Matter, and were ſhewn their Miſtake, 
is evidently not true. Becauſe St. John, the laſt 
of. the Apoſtles, has foretold and deſcribed the 
glorious Reign of Chrift and the Saints in the very 
lame Manner that the Fews were wont to deſcribe 
that of the Meffiah . And from his perſonal Con- 
verſation, as well as from his Writings, the primi- 
tive Chriſtians derive this Opinion. For Irexexs, 

| who 


o Quz toto hoc = vt dicuntur ferè omnia erant in Judæorum 
traditionibus, de duabus reſurrectionibus, de mille annis fœlicibus 


inter utramque, c. Grotius in viges. cap. Apocal. 


Comme les Juifs entendent a la lettre, & d'une maniere char- 
pelle tout ce qui eſt dit du Meſſie, & du retabliſſement de Jeruſa- 


lem dans les Prophetes, ills ont auſſi dans leurs traditions un regne | 
de mille ans ſur la terre, ou ills doivent joiur de toutes ſortes de 


proſperites avec leur Meſſie. Pere Simon ſur le meme, Ch. 
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who lived and converſed with the Apoſtles imme- 


diate Diſciples, declares, that he learned it from thoſe 


| Elders who had ſeen St. John, and heard it from 
his Mouth *. And Fuſtin Martyr teſtifies , who 
lived within thirty Years of St. John's Death, that it 
was in his Time received by all true Chriſtians, and 
denied by none but thoſe who alſo denied the Re- 
ſurrection of the dead. Theſe Men are worthy of 
all Credit, they were Martyrs for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and I can fee no tolerable Reaſon for rejecting 
their Teſtimony. And it was the Doctrine of the 


primitive Times that Chriſt ſhould reign upon Earth, 


ſo alſo did they believe that there would be a Renova- 
tion of the Earth ; as witneſs the following Paſſages 
from Juſtin Martyr and Irengus : e "Oures 1% vag eg 
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Aaureav pur, i. e. Hic etenim eſt (Jeſum intelli- 


git) a quo & cœlum & terram factam ſcimus, & per 
quem & ccelum & terram pater innovabit. Hic eſt 
qui in Jeruſalem, ut lux reſplendeat ſempiterna faciet. 
Juſtinus Martyr dialogo cum Tryphone, pag. 340. 


Edit. Paris. Oportet juſtos primos in conditione hac 


quæ renovatur, ad apparitionem Dei reſurgentes re- 
cipere promiſſionem hæreditatis, quam Deus promiſit 
patribus, & regnare in ea — Oportet ergo & ipſam 
conditionem reintegratam ad priſtinum, ſine prohi- 


bitione ſervire juſtis; & hoc Apoſtolus fecit mani- 


feſtum in ea quæ eſt ad Romanes, fic dicens: Nam 
expectatio creature revelationem filiorum Dei expec- 
tat, Sc. Irene. lib. v. cap. 32. Edit. Oxon. 
And to the fame Purpoſe Barnabas, the Companion 
of St. Paul, ſpeaks in his general Epiſtle pag. 46, 


teaching, us, That at the End of ſix thouſand Years 


: Wixked: 


Lib. v. cap. 33. 
2? Dialogo cum 7ryphone. 
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ſee how it poſſibly could have been eſtabliſhed with 
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Wickedneſs ſhall be aboliſhed, all Things ſhall be 
renewed, we ſhall receive the promiſed Inheritance, 
and celebrate the great Sabbath in Holineſs. He alſo 
aſſigns a Reaſon for the Obſervation of the eighth 
Day, namely, becauſe it is a Repreſentation of the 
eight thouſandth Year, when we ſhall enter upon our 
eternal Happineſs. For, as Cotelerius obſerves on 
the Place, Cbiliaſtæ annos ſex mille præſenti rerum 
ſtatui tribuebant, ſeptimum millenarium aſſignabant 
regno Chriſti cum ſanctis ſuis, Ogdoadem æternæ bea- 
tituclini conſecrabant. 

The Opinion therefore that I have advanced, which is 
the Opinion of thoſe who are called Millenaries, is far 
from being neu, ſince it is confirmed in Subſtance by 
the united Teſtimony of the ancient Heathen Nations, 
of the Jets, and of the whole Chriſtian Church in 
it's earlieſt and pureſt Ages. And if we conſider the 
great Probability there is, that the Heathen Nations 
derived it from ſome Revelation earlier than the Diſ- 
perſion of Mankind; that the Jets were a People 
governed and inſtructed by Prophets divinely inſpir- 
ed; that our Lord himſelf allows their Expectations 
in this Matter to be juſt ; that che primitive Chriſti. 
ans, unexceptionable Witneſſes in this Cafe, declare, 
that they received this Doctrine from the immediate 
Diſciples of St. John; that it is in itſelf reaſonable, and 
even neceſſary, in order to render the Redemption 


from the Curſe complete; that it is taught by many 


Plain and expreſs Texts of Scripture, which cannot 


E's without Violence and Conſtraint, ſuch as no Man 
0 


uld be allowed to uſe in the Explanation of any 
human Writings, be interpreted to any other Pur- 
poſe; if theſe Things are duly conſidered, it will ap- 
pear, | think, that the Truth as well as Antiquity of 
this Opinion, is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed; nor can I 


more 
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more Certainty. For if a Multitude of Scripture 
Texts, underſtood in their plain and natural Senſe, 
according alſo to the general Tenor of the Scriptures, 


and ſupported by ſo great an Authority, be not a ſuf- 


ficient Proof, I am utterly at a Loſs to know what 
is. 

Some have aſked, Of what Importance 1s this 
Doctrine? And that it may not be looked upon as a 


Matter of curious Speculation only, I ſhall venture 


to aſſert that, if it be revealed by an all-wiſe God in 
the holy Scripture, it is impious to doubt of it's Im- 
portance, whether we are able at preſent to diſcern 
it or not. But it ſerves, as I conceive, to ſet the 
Scheme of our Redemption in a clear and rational 
Light ; to vindicate the Honour of the holy Scrip- 
tures, by explaining many difficult, and reconciling 
many ſeemingly inconſiſtent Texts; and conſequent- 
ly to recommend the Chriſtian Religion to the Eſ- 
teem and Acceptance of every conſiderate Perſon. 
Particularly with regard to the Fews, there are no 
Means more likely to convert them to Chriſtianity 
than the Acknowledgment of this Doctrine. The 
Difference between us at preſent is this: They expect 
a King in the Perſon of the Meſſiab, who ſhall. rule 
over the Earth ; but they overlook many Paſlages in 
the Prophets, and the Sacrifices ordained hy the Law, 
which have evidently foretold his Sufferings. We, 
on the other hand, believe him to have ſuffered ; bur 
we deny that he ſhall alſo regu upon Earth; and ſo 
long as we perſiſt in denying this, ſo long, ſays the 
excellent Mr. Mede, as we perſiſt in denying the ſe- 
cond Appearance of Chriſt upon Earth, in as glori- 
ous a Manner as his Life was s ble, we ſhall hard- 
ly be able to convince Fews that he is the true pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, becauſe we can give no tolerable Rea- 
ſon, why the Prophecies concermng his Humiliation 

and 


Fa 2 
; "13 
ba 
2 
. N 
KS 
"2 
"% 
8 
* 
8: 
. . 
* 
Sew * 

* 
V.: 
8 
i 
4 


PREFACE. 17 
and Sufferings ſhould be underſtood in a literal, and 
thoſe of his Exaltation and glorious Reign in a ſpi- 
ritual Senſe. Here then is a Matter of no ſmall 
Conſequence to which this Doctrine may be ſubſer- 
vient. 

And, as reconciling the Fewiſh and the Chriſtian 
| Churches, or proving that they ought to be recon- 
ciled ; that the Old and New Teſtament, tho? writ- 
ten by different Perſons, and in very difterent Ages, 
agree together with great Exactneſs; that our bleſſ- 
c Lord has in Part fulfilled what was foretold of 
n him by the Prophets; and with reſpect to thoſe Pre- 
e 


” TO he 
rv, 4 
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dictions that remain yet to be fulfilled, ht he and 


is Apoſtles have ſaid no other T, ings than Moſes 
and the Prophets did ſay ſhould come; J ſay, as to 
g prove theſe Things, which I preſume may be done 
t- by Means of the Doctrine I am ſupporting, is in ef- 
{- 7 fett to prove the Truth of our Religion; I am in- 


n. clined to hope therefore, that this Doctrine may like- 
= wiſe contribute to the Converſion of Unbelievers. 
And, confirming the Faith, it may conſequently im- 
prove the Lives even of thoſe who already believe. 
This was an Effect it had on the excellent Perſon I 
have lately mentioned. I find, ſays he, in one © 
his private Letters, more true Contentment in the 
Contemplation of thoſe Things which God hath been 
Pleaſed to reveal to me, than the greateſt Dignities 
which Ambition ſo hunteth after could ever have af- 
forded me——eand I give Thanks to Almighty God, 
who hath made the Light of theſe his wonderful 
Myſteries to kindle that Warmth in my Heart which 
felt not till I begun to ſee them; and which have 
made me that which they found me not. To know 
in general that we ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed ac- 
cording to our Works, is not to know as Chriſtians, 
for of this the Heathens themſelves were not igno- 

E rant 
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rant. It has pleaſed God to preſerve in the holy 
Scriptures the Remembrance of our Fall, and to de- 
clare to us both the Method and the Manner of our 
Reſtoration : And tho' the Sum of all be, that we 
ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed according to our 
Deſerts, yet the particular Knowledge of this Matter 
which we receive from the holy Scriptures, makes it 
either a new Argument, or gives new Force to it. I 
may add that this Doctrine will give a deadly Blow to 
ſome of the Popiſb Errors, particularly to their Invo- 
cation of Saints, and to the Infallibility of their 


Church, to which laſt Purpoſe it is urged againſt 
them by the excellent Mr. Cbillingwortb "at the End 


of his Works, pag. 33. 


Nothing further remains, but to beſpeak the f 
Reader's Favour in judging the following Diſcourſe, | 
which not being originally intended for the Preſs, is 


written leſs correctly perhaps than otherwiſe it would 
have been. I flatter myſelf, however, that the Ar- 
guments I have made uſe of will be found to have 
more Weight, even as they are now diſpoſed, than 


is generally imagined. If the Reader ſhould think 


otherwiſe, yet he cannot but allow, if he be of an in- 
genuous Diſpoſition, that whoever ſhall undertake the 
painful Search after Truth, inſtead of travelling at Eaſe 
in the beaten Road, and ſhall have Reſolution enough 
to communicate his Thoughts to the Publick, at the 


Hazard of his Reputation and Intereſt ; that Perſon, 


however he be miſtaken, deſerves at leaſt to be for- 
given. Papiſts indeed will condemn his Conduct, 
who arrogantly pretend to Infallibility; but Proteſt- 
ants, who make no ſuch Claim, and who owe the 
bleſſed Reformation to the Study of the holy Scrip- 
tures in the Way of private Judgment; Proteſtants, 
I ſay, ought to conſider, if they allo condemn it, that 


they will be found to act a very inconſiſtent Part. 
A SER- 


Marr. vi 10. 


Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done, 


in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


18 HE Kingdom of God may be conſider- 
ald ed in a two-fold Light, as it reſpects 
Ar- Angels and Men. With reſpect to 
ave Þ Angels, the Heavens, or thoſe Worlds 
an which are above us, are the Seat of it: For thoſe, 
ink | it muſt be allowed, are the Habitation of Angels, 
in- unleſs you ſuppoſe, what is not reaſonable, either 
the that intellectual Beings, how vaſt ſoever their 
Caſe Number be, and how different ſocver their De- 
agh Þ grees, do all of them inhabit the ſame World ; 

the or that they dwell in uncircumſcribed Space. Now 
lon, if the Heavens are the Habitation of Angels, then 
for- do they enjoy there the Kingdom of God, for they 
uct, conſtantly render to God, on their Part, a perfect 
teſt- and willing Obedience, and are made happy, on 


the other hand, by ſuch Manifeſtations of the di- 
vine Glory as they are ſeverally capable of receiv- 
ing; and therefore it is, that Gd, who is every 
where preſent, is yet in a peculiar Manner ſaid to 
dwell in Heaven, and to have his 1 hrone there. 
2 ; But 
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litates, quæ corporibus noſtris corruptibilibus congrueb 


(20) 
But with reſpect to Men, I can ſee no Reaſon why 
this World of our's ſhould not be the Seat of God's 
Kingdom, either while it is under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Chriſt, or in it's more perfect State, when 
Chriſt, having put down all Rule and all Authority 
and Power, ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom 10 
God even the Father, that God may be all in all, 
There is certainly no Kind of Neceſſity for our be- 
ing removed, at any Time, from this our proper 


World to another, ſince God can render this World 


as happy as he pleaſes, his Preſence being infinite, 
and his Glory capable of being diſplayed in ten thou- 
ſand Worlds as well as in one; and in this World 


of our's as well as in any other Part of the Uni- 


verſe. Beſides, if this Removal were to take 
Place, and we were to be tranſplanted to ſome one 
Part of the Univerſe, ſuppoſed to be happy in a 
peculiar Manner, our World would then be ren- 
dered uſeleſs, and a Void be left in God's Works. 
Nay, on this Suppoſition, as all other intelligent 
Creatures, -who in the Scale of Beings are ſuperior 
to us, would have an equal Title, at leaſt, to this 
one happy Place, all other Parts of the Univerſe 
would be deſerted. From theſe Conſiderations 
I am inclined to believe, that the Kingdom of God, 
as it reſpects Mankind, ſhall even in it's mot 
perfeft State be enjoyed here. And, as far as I can 
perceive, the holy Scriptures favour this Opinion; 


for St. Peter tells us, 2 Epiſt. iti. 13. that, even 
after the Diſſolution of the Elements by Fire, we 
are to expect new Heavens and a new Earth 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs *. This however 


I have 


2 Conflagratione mundana elementorum corruptibilium qua- 
ant, ar- 
dendo 


«s - £3 0 wmw@ o£.a " 


PR” 'S- 
ws > 


4 
2 
: 64 


( 21 ] 


Z F have no doubt of, that the Kingdom of God, ſo 


long as it continues under the Adminiſtration of 


1 * Chriſt, ſhall be enjoyed upon Earth. 


Some of the Reaſons which perſuade me to be 


of this Opinion are theſe which follow: In the firſt 
Place, we are directed to pray, that the King- 
dom of Ged, meaning the - glorious Kingdom of 
2 Chriſt, wherein good Men ſhall begin to receive 
their Reward, may come, that is, if you allow the 
2 Expreſſion to be proper, not that we may go to the 
Heavens, where the Kingdom of God is already 


perfect; but that this Kingdom may prevail upon 


: | Earth, that ſo the Will of God, as the next Peti- 
don ſufficiently explains it, may be done by Man- 
Lind upon Earth as it is by the Angels in Hea- 


2 ven : Judge, I pray ye, whether this be not the 
natural Meaning of the Text; and if it be, it will 


then follow, that the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt 
ſhall be enjoyed upon Earth; unleſs you ſuppoſe, 
what is impious to ſuppoſe, that we are directed 
by our bleſſed Lord to hope and pray for what 
{hall never happen. 


I obſerve, 2dly, that the Inheritance of the Earth 


is promiſed to good Men as their future Reward, 


than which there cannot be a ſtronger Confirmation 
of the foregoing Opinion: Thoſe that wait upon 
the Lord, they ſball inherit the Zarih; for yet a 


little while and the Wicked ſhall not be, but the 


Meek fhall inherit the Earth, and ſhall delight 
themſelves in the Abundance of Peace, Pſal. xxxv. 


11. Theſe happy Times the World has not yet 
| ſeen, 


dendo penitus interibunt ; atque ita ſubſtantia eas qualitates ba- 
bebit quz corparibus immortalibus mirabili mutatione conve- 


niunt; at ſcilicet mundus in melius innovatus apteè accommo- 


detur hominibus etiam carne in melius innovatis. Aug. de Civ. 
Dei, cap. 16, 


C22) 
ſeen, nor can it ſee, till the Lord ſhall deftroy that 4 
Wicked, as St. Paul ſpeaks, * with the Breath of 
his Mouth, and ſhall conſume with the Brightneſs 
of his Coming. At the ſecond Coming of Chriſt * 
therefore, and not till then, we are to expect the 
Completion of this Prophecy. Our bleſſed - Lord 
repeats this Promiſe in the Fifth Chapter of St. 
Matthew, where he is ſpeaking of the future Re- 
ward of Virtue : Bleſſed are the Meek, for they ©: 
Pall inherit the Earth. To ſay, as it is generally 
ſaid, that Men of a meek and quiet Diſpoſition do 
actually enjoy at preſent more real Happineſs than 
thoſe of a contrary Temper, however it may be 
true, is not to the Purpoſe, ſince the Promiſe evi- 
_ . dently relates to the future Reward of good Men. 

The ſolemn Covenant of God comes next to be 
conſidered, and, perhaps, throughout the whole 
Scripture there is nothing more worthy of Atten- 
tion, By this Covenant, a Part of the Earth, viz. 
the Land of Canaan, is promiſed to Abraham and 
his Seed as their future Inheritance and Reward. 

The Promiſes frequently repeated; it is confirmed 
by an Oath it is joined with the Promiſe of the 
Meſſiah ; and the Land is particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed. | : 

It appears to me a ſtrange Interpretation of the 
ſolemn Covenant of God, to ſay, that nothing more 
is intended by it than that the Poſterity of Abraham, 
ſome hundred Years after, ſhould poſſeſs the Land 
of Canaan. For, conſider, I intreat you, whether 
it be a Matter of any real Importance in what Part 
of the World we are to paſs the ſhort Time of our 
Continuance in it, Abraham himſelf lived always 

as a Stranger and a Pilgrim, journey ing from Place 
| to 
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to Place, and without any ſettled Habitation. He 
therefore muſt have conſidered the Covenant, if it 
related only to the temporal Proſperity of his De- 
ſcendants, as a mean Thing. How improperly 
then is this Promiſe made to him? how unfitly is 
it joined with that of the bleſſed Seed; and, above 
all, how inconſiſtent is it with the Honour and 
Majeſty of Almighty God, and with the Doctrine 
of the New Teſtament, to ſpeak of temporal En- 
Joyments with ſo much Solemnity ?— Befides, the 
Poſſeſſion which the Ferws have had of this Land is 
by no Means anſwerable, if the Thing itſelf were 
of Importance, to the Solemnity wherewith it is 
promiſed. They never had, not even in the Time 
of their greateſt Proſperity, a full Poſſeſſion of it, 
and ſcarce ever a peaceable one, even of that Part 
which they held. It is now conſiderably more than 


two thouſand Years ſince nine Tribes and a half 


were carried into Captivity. by the King of Aſyria ; 


and what has ſince befallen them, or whether they 


yet ſubſiſt, Cod only knows. The Remainder of 
this People, after having ſuffered ſuch Calamities, 
as no Nation beſides ever felt, have been for more 
than ſixteen Hundred Years diſperſed over the Face 
of the whole Earxh, an Aſtoniſhment, a Proverb, 
and a By-word among the Nations. So that inſtead 


of being the moſt happy People in the World, as 


they mult have been, if the Covenant had reſpected 
their temporal Proſperity, they have been, of all 
Mankind, the moſt miſerable. 

And as a further Proof that the Covenant neither 
has nor can be fulfilled by conferring any temporal 
Advantages on the Poſterity of the Patriarchs, it 
may be obſerved, that the Inheritance of the Land 


of Canaan is promiſed to the Patriarchs themſelves 


in » Perſon, as well as to their Seed. They _ 
ore 


(24) 
fore muſt in Perſon poſſeſs this Land after their 
Reſurrection from the Dead, ſince, while they lived, 
God gave them none Inheritance in it, no not ſo much 
as to ſet their Foot on, as the holy Scriptures have 
obſerved © not without Reaſon. 

There yet remains to be conſidered n 
Interpretation of the Covenant, namely, that 
by the promiſed Inheritance Heaven is to be un- 
derſtood. But this alſo appears to be without 
Foundation *. For the Land of Canaan is declared 
to be the future Inheritance of good Men with as 
much Plainneſs, as if the divine Hiſtorian had pur- 
poſely deſigned to guard againſt any Poſſibility of 
miſtaking it,, As for Example, I will give unto 
thee the Land of Canaan, the Land which thou 
feeſt, the Land wherein thou art a Stranger, the 
Land whereon thou lieſt, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy Seed ; nothing can be more clearly pointed 
out. Now if I muſt believe, after all, that Heaven 
1s here intended, and that the Land of Canaan, 
thus particularly deſcribed, and diſtinguiſhed, and 
promiſed by Almighty God, in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, to Abraham and his Poſterity, ſhall not 
be the Inheritance of theſe Men ; I ſhall freely ac- 
knowledge, for my Part, that I know not what 
Certainty there can be in the holy Scriptures, inter- 
preted in this arbitrary Manner. Human Writings 
may be underſtood, for the boldeft Critick will not 
preſume to treat them with ſuch Licence; but the 
Writings of the inſpired Penmen, even when they 

record 


e Ads vii. 5. 

d Becauſe the Law is ſaid to have a Shadow of good Things 
to come, many have been led to interpret the Covenant which 
God made with Abraham, in a figurative Senſe ; and to ſuppoſe 
the Land of Canaan to be a T ype of Heaven, but witheut any 
the leaſt Authority. 
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record the ſolemn Covenant of God, which, one 
would think, ought to be plain and certain, do, - it 
ſeems, ſpeak of one thing and mean another quite 
oppoſite to it. For when they promiſe to good 
Men the Inheritance of the Earth, or of a Part of 
the Earth, named and particularized, you are, by 
Virtue of that Promiſe, to expect a Tranſlation into 
Heaven. 

There are a thouſand other Paſſages in the Od 
Teſtament, wherein the Land of Canzan is ſpoken 
of, as the future Habitation of the Juſt: Conſult 
the Prophets, and behold, with Surprize, how 
much they dwell upon this Subject; of Heaven 
there is no Mention : But why the Land of Canaan 
is ſo frequently ſpoken of, and Heaven not men- 
tioned, if this latter were to be the Scat of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, I am at a Loſs to know. In the New 


. Teſtament alſo the promiſed Inheritance is ſtill Kept 


in View. 


I ſhail mention two or three Paſſages to this Pur- 
poſe. The Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebretos, 


ſpeaking of Abraham's Faith, Chap. xi. tells us, as 
an Inſtance of it, that when he was called to go out 


into a Place which he ſhould after receive for an 
Inheritance, he obeyed, though he knew not into 
what Country God intended to lead bim; and that 
even when God had brought him into the Land of 
Promiſe, into that Land which he ſhould after re- 
ceive. for an Inheritance, there was (till an Occaſion 
offered him for the further Exerciſe of this Virtue, 
tor he did not poſſeſs the Land of Canaan, at that 
timg, as the Owner and Proprietor of it; But ſo- 


Jour ned in it by Faith as in a firange Country, tho? 


it had been promiſed to him for an Inheritance, 
dwelling in Tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, the 


Heirs with him of the ſame Promiſe, H ſojourned 
D e 
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in it. I fay, by TY that is, in Expectation that 


God would not fail to make good his Promiſe here- 


alter, and to give him the Inheritance of it accord- 
ing to his Covenant; and thus the Apoſtle explains 


it in the 13th Verſe : Theſe all died in Faith, not 


Having received the Promiſes, hut having ſeen them 


afar off, and were perſuaded of them, and embraced 
Hem, and confeſſed that they were Sirangers and 
Pilgrims, not in the Earth, as it is tranſlated, but 
in the Land, even in that Land, which was pro- 
miſed to them for an Inheritance, and which ghere- 
fore they hall inherit. 

In another Part of this Epiſtle, the Apoſtle having 
ſhewn that good Men were promiſed a Reft from 
the Beginning, correſpondent to the original Sab- 


bath, which has not hitherto been enjoyed, for Jo- 


ſhua, ſays he, gave them not this Reſt ;, concludes 


thus, there remaineth therefore a Reſt (a Sabbatiſm) 
to the People of God : It is plain, that he is here 
| ſpeaking of a Sabbatiſm to be enjoyed in the Land 


of Canaan. And again, Chap. xii. he fixes the 


Seat of that Happineſs, which good Men: ſhall 


hereafter enjoy, in the promiſed Land, figuratively 
deſcribing this Happineſs, though future, as already 
preſent : 7e are come unto Mount Sion and unto the 
City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
to an innumerable Company of Angels, and to the 
general Aſembly and Church of the firſt born, &c. 
By the Church of the firſt born, thoſe probably are 
meant, who ſhall ariſe from the Dead ©. 

Since then it has been proved that the Earth, 
and, in particular, he Land of Canaan, ſhall be 
the future Inheritance of good Men, it will follow 
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| ( 27 ) 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Earth, The following 


Paſſages, however, prove this Point more directiy | 
and immediately. 


In the Fifth Chapter of the Aporah pſe, ꝗ and 1 
Verſes, the Elders ſing the Praiſes of Chriſt in je 
following Words : Thou art worthy to lake it he 
Book and to open the. Seals thereof, for thou waſt 


. lain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy Blood, out 


of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
tion, and haſt made us unto our God Kings and 
Prieſts; and we ſhall reign upon Earth. The 
fame ang! is alſo proved by the two following Paſ- 
ſages of the Prophecy of Daniel. A magnificent 


Image appears to Nebnchadnezzar in a Dream, re- 


prefenting the four great Monarchies, and behold a 
Stone cut out without Hands, ſmites the Image, 
and deftroys it utterly, ſo that it becomes like the 
Chaff upon the threſning Floor, and no Place is 
found for it: And the Stone which ſmote the 
Image increaſes to a great Mountain, ſo as to fill 
the whole Earth. This Stone, according to the 


Prophet's Interpretation of the Dream, is that 


Kingdom which #he God of Heaven was to ſet up in 
the Time of the fourth Monarchy ; or, in other 
Words, it is the Kingdom of Chriſt, which began 
at the preciſe Time marked out by the Prophet, 
and ſhall, according to this Prophecy, from a {mal 
Beginning, prevail over all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, and fucceed in their Place; conſequently, 
it ſhall be an earthly Kingdom, even in its trium- 
phant State. This Paſſage is taken from the ſecond 
Chapter of Daniel.” The other I propoſed to men- 
do is in the ſeventh. The four Monarchies are 
there repreſented by four Beaſts, and it is again 
— that they ſhall be ſucceeded by the King- 
dom of Chriſt : 7 beſe great Beaſts, which are . 
2 fays 
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the Kingdom and poſſeſs the Kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever. And the Kingdom and Domini- 


f Apoc. xt 15. 


( 28 ) 
ſays an Angel, explaining the Viſion to the Pro- 
phet, are four Kings which ſhall ariſe out of the 
Zarth. But the Saints of the Moſt High ſhall take. 


on, and the Greatneſs of the Kingdom under the 
whole Heaven, fhall be given to the People of the 
Saints of the Moſt High, whoſe Kingdom is an ever- 
laſting Kingdom, and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and 
obey him that is, in the Words of another Pro- 
phet, the Kingdoms of this World fhall become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, and he * 
reigu for ever and ever. 

But Daniel goes on to deſcribe the glorious Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, when he cometh to take Puſ- 
ſeſſion of his Kingdom: TI ſaw in the Night Viſions, 
and behold one like the Son of Man came with the 
Clouds of Heaven, and there was given him Domi- 
nion and Glory and a Kingdom, From this Paſſage, 
it is evident, that when Chriſt cometh in the Clouds 
of Heaven, he cometh to take Poſſeſſion of his glo- 
rious Kingdom; at his firſt Advent he appeared in 
the Form of a Servant, but now he cometh as a 
King, and in all the Majeſty of Heaven, to judge 
the World. *Tis thus the Prophet deſcribes him 
in the following Paſſage, I beheld till the Thrones 
were placed or erected (not caſt down, as it is in 
our Tranſlation) viz. for Chriſt and his Aſſeſſors, 
and the Anlient of Days did fit, whoſe Garment was 
white as Snow, and the Hair of his Head like pure 
Wool. His Throne was like the fiery Flame, and 
his Wheels as burning Fire, a fiery Flame iſſued 
and came forth from before him, thouſand Thouſands 
. unto bin, and ten thou and T ines ten 


( 29 ] 

Thouſand ſtood before him. The Judgment was ſet 
and the Books were opened. Of this Kingdom, the 
Saints ſhall partake according to the following 
Text: I beheld till the Antient of Days came, and 
Judgment was given to the Saints of the Moſt High, 

and the Time came that the Saints poſſeſſed the King- 


dom, that is, the Saints ſhall poſſeſs the Kingdom 


by fitting on . Thrones with Chrift in Judgment, 
for to judge and to reign are the ſame Thing in ef- 
tet. St. Paul accordingly tells us, 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

That the Lord Jeſus ſhall judge the Quick and the 
Dead at his Appearing and his Kingdom. And our 
Lord ſpeaks thus to his Diſciples, Luke xxii. 29. 

1 appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my 
Table in my Kingdom, and fit on Thrones judging 
the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. And St. John, Apoc. 
XX. 4. having deſcribed the Saints as ſitting on 
Thrones with Chriſt in Judgment, adds, that they 


lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand Years, for 
ſo long the Kingdom of Chr: 


t ſhall continue. 


Since then our Lord's glorious Kingdom com- 


mences at. his Deſcent from Heaven to judge the 


World, it will follow, that it muſt needs be an 
earthly Kingdom, with ref 


pect to the Seat of it; 


and that his Reign ſhall be per ſonal. It will follow 
likewiſe, ſince the Saints ſhall partake of this King- 
dom, which ſhall continue a thouſand Tears, ſit- 


ting on Thrones in Judgment, and eating and 


drinking with Chri/t in his Kingdom, as our Lord 
himſelf expreſſes it; it will follow, I ſay, that there 
muſt be a Reſurrection of the Juſt, previous to the 


general Reſurrection. And thus what St. John has 


expreſly taught, is proved neceſſary from the Rea- 


fon of the Thing. 


Hithertq 


6 | 
Hitherto we have ſeen, in general, that the 
Earth ſhall be the Seat of Chriſt's Kingdom; but 
what Part of the Earth ſhall be the chief Seat or 
Metropolis of this Kingdom, we have not yet 
feen. This, however, is not difficult to deter- 


mine; for whoever conſiders, how much diſtin- 


guiſned the Land of Canaan is throughout the 
whole Scripture, will naturally be led to conclude, 
that it ſhall be the chief Seat of Chrif's Kingdom. 
Jeruſalem is called, for Example, the holy City, 
the City of the living God, the Place which he 
hath choſen, the Joy of the whole Earth, &c. for 
which no tolerable Reaſon can be aſſigned from it's 
paſt Condition. The Jeruſalem that uc is being, 
as St. Paul fpeaks, in Bondage with ber Children *, 
and having been, for the moſt Part, a diſtreſſed and 
miſerable Country 3 it is diftinguiſhed then on ac- 
count of it's future Excellence, and becauſe it ſhall 
become the Metropolis of Chriſt's Kingdom, for why 
elſe it ſhould be diftmgumfh*d I know not. But we 
are not left to form Conjectures in this Caſe, there 
being many Texts of Scripture which poſitively de- 
clare, that the Lord ſhall reign in Jeruſalem, partt- 
cularly theſe which follow: . 1/a. xxiv. 23. Then the 
Moon fall be confounded and the Sun afpamed, 

when the Lord of Heſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, 
and before his Ancients glorioufly, Ezek. xbviii. 

32. And the Name of the City from that Day 
foall be, The Lord is there. Zech. ii. 10. Sing and 
rejoice, O Danghter of Zion, - for Iv I come, and I 
will dwell in the Midft of thee, faith the Lord. 


Jer. iti. 17. At that Time they ſball call Feruſalem 


the Throne of the Lord, and all the Nations ſhall 
be gathered. unto it. Mic. iv. 7. And the Lord 


TY 
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1 Gal. i Iv. 25, 
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ſhall reign over them in Mount Zion from Bence- 
* forth, even for ever, And. Luke i. 32, 33. He 
ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the Son of 


the Higbeſt; and the Lord God ſhall give 
unto him the Throne of his Father David : Theſe 
Texts, to mention no more, fufficiently prove that 
the Throne of Chriſt ſhall be eſtabliſhed at Jeru- 
ſalem, as the Metropolis of his Kingdom. 

It may be objected to the general Intention of 
this Diſcourſe, that the Kingdom which the Juſt 
are taught to expect, is ſomeumes ſtiled the King- 
dom of Heaven, which implies, that. the Seat of it 
ſhall be in Heaven. To this Objection, the Note 
of Father Simon on Mat. ii. 2. affords a very pro- 
ua Anſwer. The Word Heaven, among the Ho- 

rews, is ſometimes put for God z and the King- 
dom of God (or of Heaven) ſignifies here, and in 
many other Places, the happy Time of the Maſſiab; 
the Expreſſion was well underſtood by the Jets, 
who were then in Expectation of that Kingdom, 
or, more properly, of that Reign. To which 
may be added, that the Kingdom of the Meflah + 
was therefore ſtiled the Kingdom of God. and of 
the Heavens, for fo. it ought to be tranſlated,  be- 
cauſe it was to be ſet up by the. God of Heaven, or 
becauſe” the Heavens, or God, ſhall then bear 


Rule b. 


It may be further objected, that no Part of the 
Earth, not even the Land of Canaan, can be a. fit 
Place for the Enjoyment of ſuch Happineſs as the 
Kingdom of Chrift implies. We know, by Expe- 
rience, that the Pleaſures of this Warld are empty 
and deceitful, and unworthy: to be eſtetmed by wiſe 
Men, even in our preſent degenerate State. Can ie 


be ſuppoſed then, that the Sons of the ReflirreQi- 


2 See Lightfoot on the Place. 


— 


(32) 
on, reſtored to the Perfection of their Naturs, 
ſhall be brought again upon this idle Stage to act a 
ſecond Part, tired as they have been in ſuſtaining 
the firſt ? This, it may be ſaid, is an abſurd Ima- 
gination, and we are therefore obliged to under- 
ſtand all thoſe Texts of Scripture, which ſpeak to 
this Purpoſe, in a figurative Senfe. To Thich I 
anſwer, that ſince God has expreſly and ſolemnly 
promiſed the Land of Canaan to good Men, as an 
Inheritance, and has declared that the glorious 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be there, we eught to 
conclude that it ſhall undergo ſome Change by the 
almighty Power of God, which may render it ſuit- 
able to the Condition of it's future Inhabitants : 
And this doubtlefs is much more reafonable than to 
ſay, in Contradiction to the expreſs Words of God, 
that we ſhall zot receive this Inheritance, that it 
ſhall not be the Seat of Chrift's Kingdom, or, by 
the boldeſt Change that ever was made in any Au- 
thor, to underſtand Heaven for Earth. But to 
put this Matter beyond Diſpute. The holy Scrip- 
tures declare, that this Renovation ſhall take place 
at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt. In St. Matt. 
xix. 28. Our Saviour ſpeaks thus to his Diſciples : 
verily T ſay unto you, that ye who have 'followed 
me, in the Regeneration, when the Son of Man 
ſhall fit upon the Throne of. his Glory, ye alſo ſhall 
fit upon twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes 
of Ifrael . . The Regeneration, you may ſee Bale 


I, 


a Diodat? 8 Tranſſation of this Text flow it from that Am- 
biguity to which it is ſubje& in our Tranſlation : Jo vi dico 
in * che, nella nuova creatione,; ,quando'l Figlioul dell' 
huomo ſeder ſopra'l trona della ſua gloria, voi anchora che 

m'hauete ſeguitato ſederete us dodici troni, giudicando le 
dodici tribu d' Iſrael. 
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ly, ſhall be cotemporary with the glorious King- 
dom of Chriſt, and of the Saints. St. Peter alſo 
aſſures us, that there ſhall be Times of refreſping 
and of the Reſtitution of all Things to their origi- 
nal State, for ſo the Word, which we tranſlate Re- 
ſtitution, properly ſignifies, at the ſecond Coming 
_ of Chriſt, And St. Paul in the viizh Chapter of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans teaches, that the whole 
Creation ſhall be delivered from the Bondage of 
Corruption under which it now groaneth, and 
all partake of the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
Cod: And how reaſonable ind fit is this! that by 
the Obedience of Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, the 
Loſs ſuſtained by the Diſobedience of the firſt ſhould 
be repaired ; that the Earth, as it fell with. Man 
ſhould be reſtored with him: that there ſhould be 
a Correſpondence between the natural and the mo- 
ral World, as well in their Renovation as their Cor - 
ruption; chat the Curſe, in ſhort, ſhould be ut- 
terly reverſed, and that God may again rejoice in 
his Works *, 
If the Texts, laſt mentioned, ſpeak of a general 
Renovation, there are others which relate parti- 
cularly to the Renovation of the Land of Canaan, 
which ſhall become a Paradiſe : The Lord ſhall com- 
fort Zion, ſays the Prophet 1ſaiah, he ſhall comfart 
all her waſte Places, and he will make her Wilderneſs 
like Eden, and her Deſart like the Garden of the 
Lord. Joy and Gladneſs ſhall be found therein, 
Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody. It would 
be endleſs to repeat all that is ſaid upon this Sub- 


\m- | | E ject > 
lico 

jell' * Thou ſendeft forth thy Spirit, they are created; and tho 
che reneweſt the Face of the Earth. The Glory of the Lord Hall en- 
le dure for ever ; the Lord ſhall rejoice in bis Works, Pal. civ. 


30, 31. N. B. The Fews prove both the Reſurrection and 
the Renovation from this Paſſage. , 
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( 34 ) 
Jett ; ſhall therefore only obſerve, in brief, that 
the New Jeruſalem, or, to uſe the Jewiſh Expreſ- 
ſion, the Jeruſalem of the Age to come, that is, of 


the Maſſiab, ſhall reſemble the original Paradiſe in 
the following Particulars: It ſhall be enlightened 


by the Glory of God, Rev. xxi. 23. It ſhall be 


| watered dr a River, Zech. xiv. 8. and Rev. xxii. 


1. The Tree of Life ſhall be planted in it, Rev. 
xxii. 2. The Inhabitants of it ſhall be all rigbleous, 


| Rev, xxi 27. and Iſa. lii. 1, 60, 27. They ſhall 


be free from all Infirmities, and from Pain, and 
Sorrow, and Death, Fa. xxxv. 5. and Rev. xxi. 
4. And, what is exceedingly remarkable, St. John 
adds, Rev. xxii. 3. That there ſhall be no more 
Curſe. 
Divines, when they would deſcribe the Hap- 
pineſs of the Kingdom of God, borrow their Ex- 
preſſions from the Deſcription Which the Prophets 
give of the New Jeruſalem; and ſo far they are in 
the Right. But they are miſtaken, in ſuppoſing 
that the Earth ſhall not be the Seat of this Happi- 
neſs. For, not to inſiſt upon what has been ſaid 
in the former Part of this Diſcourſe, if you conſi- 
der the Fexts laſt quoted, you may perceive that 
there is ſcarce one of them, that can, with any 
Propriety, be applied to Heaven; they do not re- 
late to a Place which has been a/ways happy, but to 
one that ſhall hereafter become ſo. And, if this 
Matter ſtood in Need of any further Proof, the 
two following Paſſages, from chap. xxi. of the 
Revelations, Would put it, as 1 conceive, beyond 
Diſpute : 7 ſaw, ſays St. John, ver. 2. the bely 
City, new Feruſalem, coming down from God out 
of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for ber 
Huſband. And I heard à Voice out of Heaven, 
ſaying, behald the Tabernacle of God is with Men, 
. and 


e 
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which things do mutually 


(35 
and he will dwell with them and be their God; 
and God ſhall wipe away. all Tears from their Eyes, 
&c.' And in the 23d Verſe he ſays, The Nations 
of them which are ſaved ſhall walk in the Light of 
it, viz. of the New Jeruſalem, and the Kings 


f the Earth do bring their Glory and Honour 
into it. 


Having thus proved, as J flatter myſelf, from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, that the Earth ſhall be 
the Seat of that Happineſs which Mankind are to 
enjoy hereafter; and that the holy Scriptures de- 
clare the ſame Thing in expreſs Words, teaching 
us, that the Earth ſhall be the future Inheritance 
of the Meek ; and that the Kingdom of God ſhall 


prevail and extend itſelf throughout the whole 


World ; that there ſhall be, at the ſame Time, 
an Agreement between the natural and the mo- 
ral World, a Regeneration, a Deliverance of the 
Creation from the Bondage of Corruption, and a 
Reftoration of all things to their original Per- 
fection; and that the Land of Canaan, in parti- 
cular, ſhail become a Paradiſe in the renewed 
Earth, being the Metropolis of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
infer and ſupport each 
other; I ſhall now recount a few Particulars, re- 
lating to theſe bleſſed Times, as briefly as may 
be, and almoſt in the very Words of the holy 
Scriptures. 

In the Fulneſs of Time, Chrif ſhall deſcend 
from Heaven, accompanied by Angels, in the 
Glory of his Father; and ſhall ſit upon the Throne 


of- his Glory. At his Coming, they that are Chriſt's 


E 2 A ſhall 


It appears from the Hebrews, xi. 16. that the Patriarchs 
were made acquainted with the future State of Jeruſalem and 
the Land of Canaan: Jacob perhaps beheld their Glory in 
2 Viſion, when he ſlept at Bethel. Conſider that Paſlaye. 


„ 3 
ſhall ariſe from the Dead, for the Dead in Chrif 


ſhall riſe firſt, every one in his own .Order, that is, 
as Tertullian explains it *, ſooner or later, in Pro- 


portion to their Deſerts ; and having been f 


judged, for Judgment muſt begin with the Houſe 
of God, they alſo ſhall partake of the Kingdom, 
ſitting upon Thrones with Chriſt in Judgment, and 
rejoicing together in the New Jeruſalem, which is 
the Paradiſe of God, with Chriſt, the Patriarchs 
and the Prophets. For at this Time the ſolemn 
Covenant of God ſhall receive its Accompliſhment ; 
and perhaps the virtuous Part of the Jewiſb Nation 
ſhall then enjoy ſome peculiar Advantages. 

This Reſurrection of the Saints, is called by St. 
John, the firft Reſurrection, it is ſtiled by our bleſ- 
ſed Lord emphatically the Reſurrection of the Juſt; 
and to this it is probable St. Paul alludes in the fol- 
lowing Words, others were tortured, not accepting 


Deliverance, that they might obtain a better Re- 
ſurrettion *. | 


St. Fohn informs us, that this bleſſed and glori- 
ous Reign of Chriſt ſhall continue a thonſand Years, 
during which Time Satan ſhall be bound, and 
Peace, and Happineſs, and Chriſtian Knowledge 


ſhall prevail over the whole Earth. At the End 


of that Period the reſt of the Dead ſhall live, the 
general Judgment ſhall ſucceed, the Deſtruction of 


wicked Men and Angels ?, and the Conflagration 
of the World ; whereby the Heavens being on Fire 


ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
fervent Heat. Nevertheleſs, we, according to the 
Pro- 


» Lib. III. adyerſus Marcionem, Cap. iv. 
o Juſtin Martyr Dial. cum Tryphone. 

o Heb. xi. 35. | 

P 2 Pet. iii. 7. 
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Promiſe of God, look for new Heavens and a new 
Farth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 


Chriſt having thus finiſhed his mediatorial Office, 


and reigned till he hath put down all Rule, and all 
Authority and Power, ſhall then deliver up the 
> Kingdom to God, even the Father, (an evident 
Proof, by the Way, that his glorious Kingdom 
> muſt precede the Conflagration) that God may be 
all in all. Thus ſhall all Things end in a State per- 


fectly angelical, and in Happineſs unchangeable and 


: everlaſting, 


This, as far as I can judge, and as far as Iam 


3 capable of explaining it, in ſo ſhort a Compaſs, is 


| the Sum of what the holy Scriptures teach concern- 


ing the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt and his Saints. 
I have been obliged, for Fear of being too prolix, 
F to omit many Scriptural Paſſages relating to the 
Subject, as alſo all human Teſtimonies. Though 
it were eaſy, I think, to ſhew, that there are ſome 
| Footſteps left of an antient Tradition to our Pur- 
"at in almoſt all Parts of the World ; that it has 
en the conſtant Opinion of the Jes, from Abra- 
bam down to the preſent Time; and that for three 
hundred Years it was the Belief of all Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians, it having fallen into Diſcredit about the Be- 
ginning of the fourth Century, at which Time, as 
Proteftants well know, ſome other Changes were 
made in the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
I am alſo forced to omit an Apology, which I, 
a Perſon of no Name or Diſtinction, ought, 1 
aps, to make, for attempting to revive an 
nion which has been ſo long neglected. I ſhall on- 
y ſay, upon this Occaſion, that I have been wholly 
nfluenced, if I know my own Heart, by a ſincere 
Deſire to promote the Truth, and that if any one, 
rho may think I have judged amiſs, ſhall endea- 
vour 


(38) 
vour to ſhew me the Miſtake he ſuppoſes me to be 
under, in the Spirit of Charity and Moderation, 
which 1s, the Spirit of the Goſpel, I ſhall accept his 
Endeavours in good Part, whether his Arguments 


convince me or not. 


I ſhall conclude, with the following practical 


"Obſervation : That whatever the Kingdem of Chr: 


means, and wherever the Seat of it ſhall be, the ho- 
ly Scriptures declare always, and with ay undoubt- 


ed Clearneſs, that none ſhall enter into it but the 7: 
holy and undefiled. Bleſſed are they (and they only) 
who do his Commandments, that they may have 4 

Right to the Tree of Life, and may enter in through = 
the Gates into the City—It concerns us all there- 
fore, fo to order the Courſe of our Lives in Righte- 
ouſneſs and Virtue, that we may be accounted 3 
worthy of that World, and the Reſurrettion from 
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the Dead, and enjoy, through the Merits and Me- 


diation of Chriſt, that Happineſs which is prepared 
for them that love him, ſurpaſſing all that Eye hath © 


ſeen, or Ear heard, or hath entered into the Heart 3 


of Man to conceive l. 


1 Iſa. Ixiv. 4. Conſider this Paſſage together with the Con. 4 
text, and ſee whether it does not relate to a State of Happineb | $ 


upon Earth, to be enjoyed at the Coming of our Lord. 


E 


Books printed for W. REeve. 


RE VIE W of the State of the Anutedilu- 
vian WoRLD: Wherein 1s ſet forth 
I. The Inconſiſtency of the Imagination of Pre- 
ical | 4 | Adamites. 
Diſk 3 ll. From the conciſe Account which Moſes gives 
ho- us of the Poſterity of Adam and Eve, we may 
ubt- 22 eaſily conclude, that there were Multitudes of their 
t the Poſterity on the Earth when Cain ſlew Abel. 
nly) III. From his ſucceeding Accounts may be ob- 
ve 4 | Y ferved that the World was pretty well Peopled 
ough even in the Days of Adam. 
here- IV. How decay'd Religion was revived by Seth. 
ghte- Vi. That it was continued in the Patriarchs in 
unted the Line to Noah. 
fron VI. How the Degeneracy from Religion ſpread, 
Me- | and of the Antediluvian Giants, and of the Sons of 
pared C0 marrying the Daughters of Men, &c. 
As VII. The Goodneſs of God in putting a Stop, 
vy an univerſal Deluge, to thoſe monſtrous Vio- 
I lences that univerſal Wickedneſſes had occaſioned. 
* To which is added, A ſhort Discourst upon 
the Preaching of Chrift to the Spirits in Priſon, 
which were ſometimes diſobedient in the Days of 
Noah, &c. 

The PR ETA, containing Directions how the 
Hiſtorical Parts of the Scriptures ought to be look- 
ed upon; and that That Part of the Scriptures, _ 
which contains Laws and Precepts, has not been ſo 
capable of Corruptions by Tranfcribers, and how 


to judge of Corruptions by Commentators, &c. 

3 All which being carefully obſerved, will make the Sacred 
,ritings appear in their trueſt Luſtre. 

= ZZ BENJAMIN PARKER, Author of ihs Philo- 

= /ophical Meditations, Philoſophical Diſſertation, 5 wy of the 
F Six Days Work of the Creation, &c. 
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BOOKS printed for W. Rx Ex. 


HE CHRISTIAN's LIBRARY, or a 
| ſure Guide to Heaven, containing the 
great Speculative and Practical Truths of our 


Holy Religion fully proved; with folid Diſcourſes 


on the CREED, Lord's PRaytrR, TEN Con- 
MANDMENTS, and the Two SACRAMENTS of the 


Church. Together with Directions in Times of 


SICKNESS, and how to prepare for a happy DRArn, 
and a merciful J up EN fr. To which are added, 
Morning and Evening Prayers, and Collects on 
moſt Occaſions. Compiled for the Uſe of Fami- 
lies and private Perſons. 


\ HE LIFE of Auguſtus Cæſgqur, contain- 
ing the moſt remarkable Events of that 
Age. Witha general Idea of the Manners of 


the Roman People under his Reign, and the Plan 


of his Government and Politics, To which is 


prefix'd, by way of Introduction, a ſhort and 


clear View of the firſt Triumvirate. Tranſ- 


lated from the French. 5 


ſcourſes 
OM- 
of the 
mes of 
DEATH, 


ts on | 


